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abide there in peace, in the free possession of the churches. In 369, the
holy patriarch convened a council of ninety bishops, in whose name he
wrote to the bishops of Africa to beware of any surprise from those who
were for preferring the decrees of the Council of Rimini to those of Nice.

In those perilious time God raised up many holy pastors, whom he
animated with his spirit and strengthened in* the defence of his truth.
Among these St Athanasius was the most illustrious champion. By his
undaunted courage and unparalleled greatness of soul under the most
violent persecutions, he merited a crown equal to that of the most glorious
martyrs; by his erudition, eloquence, and writings he holds an illustrious
place among the principal doctors of the church; and by the example of
his virtue, by which he rivalled the most renowned anchorets of the deserts
and the most holy confessors, he stemmed the torrent of scandal and
iniquity which threatened to bear down all before it.

St Gregory Nazianzen gives the following portrait of his virtues in
private life. " He was most humble and lowly in mind, as his virtue was
most sublime and inimitable. He was most courteous to all, and everyone
had easy access to him; he was meek, gentle, compassionate, amiable in
his discourse, but much more so in his life; of an angelical disposition;
mild in his reproofs, and instructive in his commendations; in both which
he observed such even measures that his reproof spoke the kindness of a
father and his commendation the authority of a master; and neither was
his indulgence over tender nor his severity harsh. His life supplied the
place of sermons, and his sermons prevented correction. In him all ranks
might find enough to admire and enough to imitate; one might commend
his unwearied austerity in fasting and prayer; another his perseverance
in watching and the divine praises; a third his admirable care of the
poor; a fourth his courage in checking the injustice of the rich or his
condescension to the humble," Thus St Gregory Nazianzen,1 who says
he was a loadstone to dissenters, drawing them to his opinion unless
hardened in malice; and always at least raising in them a secret rever-
ence and veneration for his person; but that he was an adamant to his
persecutors; no more capable of impressions against justice than a rock
of marble is of yielding to any slight touch. After innumerable combats
and as many great victories, this glorious saint, having governed the
church of Alexandria forty-six years, was called to a life exempt from
labour and suffering on the and of May, on a Thursday, according to
the Oriental Chronicle of the Copthes, in the year 373, as is clear from
the same author, St Proterius, and St Jerom; not in 371, as Socrates
mistakes.

The humility, modesty, and charity of this great saint; his invincible
meekness towards his enemies, who were the most implacable and basest
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